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Editorial (Jeremy Tullett)
| tell you what would be nice ... some feedback.

| know that Nick’s article | the last issue genethsome response, and | can infer that this
‘Zzine is serving some perceived purpose, becaus@D@s managed to persuade Psychocon
and Frome GamesCon to contribute to this issue.

It is hard for me to judge the impact of these ézam the registrations for Midcon 2006, but at
the moment, | would say ‘not much’. However, thsetlssue appeared in July, which was
quite a while ago, and this issue may provoke mesponse, being closer to the event.

Frome GamesCon 2006

Following the success of this year's Frome Games@un 2006 Frome GamesCon will be
held at the Cheese and Grain Building in Frome ond8y July 9th. The Frome GamesCon
will run from 10am till 5pm.

The GamesCon will be once again organised by WaGsames of Frome. The eagle eyed
amongst you will have noted that this is the dathefWorld Cup Finals. The GamesCon will

finish at 6pm and as the match starts at 8pm, @ tils no overlap. We are trying to negotiate
a projected transmission of the game for those mtght like to stay on, watch this space for

more details.

The 2006 Frome GamesCon will follow the same formstthis years, where we were
supported by oodles of games manufacturers, compg@nomoting their games and of course
many, many games there for everyone to play! Wkedraund 80 explainers helping us out;
we also had direct support from companies rangimg fWizzKids and Days of Wonder
through to Twilight Creations and Rio Grande Gamé&sames authors were in attendance
demonstrating their games, giving strategy tips @matting to all and sundry. Prototypes that
will be on the shelves soon were unveiled. Food dnnk were available all day. The
GamesCon even had it's own specially commissioresat brewed for the occasion called
"WassAle". The cost of entry was a mere poundthdigh we clashed with not only the
hottest day of 2005 and a massive free jazz coircartocal park we attracted 300 people.

This was a family driven event not just for expeaed gamers that introduced new people to
the wonderful world of modern games. Not only lbogames but CCG's, RPG's CSG's
Miniatures, Fantasy, War Games and Puzzles wergsilibe well loved classics like Chess,

Scrabble, Go and Backgammon. Most of the gamegglevere available to buy on the day

and the range went from board games to miniatubeteam attended promoting the "Call of

Cthulu” were admirably supporting their game. Eheas a great display featuring 3D terrain
for Pirates of the Spanish Main where every Pieatd Buccaneer who played was given a
free ship. The manufacturers and authors of Cwpmiloody Legacy and Treasure Island

were also there to help and explain their gamedl &nd sundry.

There were many spot prizes held during the dal tgaps of goodies given away ranging
from limited edition games, tee shirts, board gamed puzzles. Games that proved to be
unexpectedly popular on the day were Hive, Con&tioih and Fluxx and the ever popular
Tantrix, Carcassonne, Memoir 44 and Ticket to Rielemed to be constantly played!
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We had many feedback forms handed in after thetearssh all were universally positive, the
only criticism being that it only happens once arye

Below is a review that appeared in the local poédsbhe 2005 event.

Frome Festival GamesCon
Sunday 10th July, Cheese & Grain

Following its successful debut last year, the sddenome GamesCon moved to the Cheese &
Grain this year to create more room for playergritved a wise choice given the growing
interest in one of the festival's more unusualroftss.

The GamesCon was organised by Wassail Games agntriksModels, both of

Catherine Hill. Like last year, a lot of effort hgdne into ensuring that there was something
going on to interest everyone. The organisers &bhg assisted by a friendly and enthusiastic
team of games-players in green shirts ready toagx@ huge range of games from family

favourites, abstract puzzles through to histotictles.

There were also guest demonstrators exhibiting the@hn games or introducing visitors to
role-playing games, card games such as Magic andiuies games, such as War Machine
and Confrontation. A team from Wales demonstrates fast, furious and frustrating card
game Fluxx.

A popular participation game was Pirates of thenSdn Coast where players tried to amass
booty by sailing their model pirate ships to treasiilled islands. Other popular games (there
were dozens!) were the train-themed Ticket to Ridé the tile-laying puzzle game Tantrix,
where you could be taught to play by not only therent British numbers two and five but by
the runner up in the 2004 World Championships!

Food and a keg of Wass Ale, brewed specially by ltwal Milk Street Brewery, were
available at the bar to keep visitors and orgasissreshed.

The aim of GamesCon was to attract a new gamingeacel From the numbers that flowed
through the door this year, the word is spreading.

Toby Whitty

Tournaments at PsychoCon 2005 (Mike Dean)

Puerto Rico

The most popular game at PsychoCon 2004 was PRetowhich was new to about half of
the players. In Puerto Rico the players are plamtatwners in the days when the ships had
sails. Growing up to five different kinds of crogSorn, Indigo, Coffee, Sugar and Tobacco,
they must try to run their business more efficieritlan their close competitors. A unique
game system let the players choose the order gblthses in each turn, and the player who
understand to employ these most effectively, wilh whe game. Puerto Rico is the number
one rated game on BoardGameGeek.

As in 2004, there will be an ad-hoc tournament wh@ayers will count the best 3 or 4 games
(depending on number of players and games plagedgdide the winner. Each game is worth
25 points per player and these are shared on efadasis. Open to all ages, second place in
2004 went to a 13 year old who had never playedrbef
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Formula Dé

Formula Dé is a fast-paced racing game in whiclctre' top speeds are limited by having to
end a certain number of turns in each curve ofrtteetrack. This can be tricky, because
although players can regulate their speeds by amgashich gear to be in and each gear
allows a certain range of movement, the exact amsutetermined randomly.

Formula Dé was popular with the gamers in 2004. Tenament consisted of two semi-
finals with the top half of each competing in theaf. 18-year-old Stephanie van Bemmel
looked like a certain winner until she over reachest before the final bend and had to
change down to a low gear and was overtaken dow/dme straight. Great fun for a large
group, there will be a tournament in 2005.

Diplomacy

Diplomacy needs no introduction here, so none Wl given! This year, there will be a
diplomacy tournament at PSYCHOCON organized by notter than Manorcon 2005
winner, John Stratford. Competition looks set tdibece!

Acquire

In this game, each player strategically investduisinesses, trying to retain a majority of
stock. When the various companies start to growogth tile placement) they also start to
merge giving the majority stockholders sizeableusas that they can then use to reinvest in
other businesses. The game is a race to acquirgrélagest wealth. The tournament will run
on an ad-hoc basis and is sponsored by FLAGSHIRxnirag)

Settlers of Catan

Settlers of Catan is a simple 4-player developngamie, which is easy to pick up for those
who have never played before. Players try to bedtminant force on the island of Catan by
building settlements, cities, and roads. On eadh dice are rolled to determine the current
production on the island. Players collect raw malkerto build up their civilizations to gain
enough victory points to win the game. The tournainéll run continuously over the whole
weekend: all games played will be recorded andeptayanked according to the total victory
points of their top 4 games. Rules and instruceailable; any level of players welcome.

Backgammon

Registration for the Main backgammon tournament stdrt at 12pm on Saturday and will
have a 4 level progressive consolation system (Magmsolation, Last Chance and Suicide).
The Last Chance and Suicide Tournaments will siatiD:30am on Sunday with multiple re-
entry and will also be open to players who did register for the Main tournament. There
will be the following optional pools: Main tournamte £10, Consolation: £10, Last Chance:
£5, Suicide: £3. Pools will be split 70:30 betwéea highest and second highest rated players
in the pool. In addition, if a player wishes toylaut cannot commit to taking part in the Main
or Last Chance tournaments, there will be smatlarnraments and friendly games available
on demand.

More tournaments are likely to be announced eibleéore or at the event. Additionally major
games companies such as Steve Jackson Games, BRmeGGrMayfair and Twighlight
Creations have offered prize support and demo gaAiesn all, it looks set to be a great
games weekend!
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PSYCHO CON 2005
2pm Friday 21 * - 6pm Sunday 23 " OCTOBER 2005

THE
CROWN HOTEL
HARROGATE
A BOARD GAMES CONVENTION
£8 per day, or £15 for the weekend if booked be®dreJuly 2005.
£10 per day, or £20 for the weekend thereaftelf,maying on the door.
[Children under 7 are free. Children 12 or underlalf price]
ACCOMMODATION is to be booked directly with The Crown Hotel.
Convention Rates: £30 pppn B&B in a twin/doublemo&37.50 pppn B&B for a single
room.
Please note: Rooms are held for the conventiomsptice only until the end of August!
Please call reservations on: 0870 609 6115 andeQGubup 1392
For hotel details check out their website: httpaiwcorushotels.co.uk/hotel.asp?hotellD=82

Latest Con details at: http://www.psychozine.co.uk
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PSYCHOCON REGISTRATION FORM

Please use a separate form for each person. * Maydéelds

FULL NAME * Male / Female | Jeot
Prefer to be known as Age (if 12 or under):
ADDRESS*

including postcode

TELEPHONE *

MOBILE Please provide an e-mail
address so that we can

E-MAIL ADDRESS confirm receipt of your
form and cheque!
Days Attending* Friday / Saturday / Sunday / A
_ . Oneday: £8/£10

Booking Rates Weekend: £15/£20
Please make cheques payable to: Mike

£10 per day or £20 for the weekend. Dean

[Children under 7 are free. Children 12 or under ar half | To pay using on-line banking, please contact

price] Mike via email:
psychocon@psychozine.co.uk

I am willing to help out on the Registration Desk: YES / NO

| am a qualified First Aider: YES / NO

Data Protection: | understand that my details willbe stored on a computer system for the purposes of
maintaining records for PSYCHO CON only. | do/do nd give permission for my details to be passed to
other convention organisers in the UK.

What games would you like
to play at PSYCHO CON
2005?

ACCOMMODATION FOR PSYCHO CON 2005

ACCOMMODATION is to be booked directly with The Gva Hotel, Harrogate.
Convention Rates: £30 pppn B&B in a twin/doublemo&37.50 pppn B&B for a single
room.

Please call reservations on: 0870 609 6115 andeQGubup 1392
For hotel details check out their website: httpaiiwcorushotels.co.uk/hotel.asp?hotellD=82

Send completed forms together with your registratia fee to:

PSYCHO CON Registration, 4 Windermere Avenue, llkesn, Derbyshire, DE7 4FQ

PSYCHOCON 2005
Starts @ 14:00 on Friday 21st October 2005
Ends @ 16:00 (approximately) on Sunday 23rd Oct8beb
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Hotel address: Crown Place, Harrogate, HG1 2RZ, UK

Hotel Telephone: +44 (0)870 609 6115

Contact Telephone Numbers: Mike: 07866365112 008831040453, Steve 07840869797
By Road: Exit Al (J47) to Harrogate. Follow the A@6r Harrogate town centre into West
Park one way system. After 2nd pedestrian crodsimgleft down Montpelier Hill. Hotel is at
bottom. There are 25 parking spaced at the Hotel.

Midcon 2005 (Jeremy Tullett)

Bookings are arriving at a steady rate, and | naveharound thirty registrations, which is
probably where I'd expect to be about now.

If you are intending to come, please note thatdtex you book, the more likely it is that you
will not get a room at the hotel.

11th — 13th November 2005
Thistle Birmingham City Hotel

Mid Con takes place in a comfortable hotel in the centi@ilmmingham from Friday afternoon
(4pm) to Sunday evening (6pm). It features:

« the opportunity to play boardganiesith like-minded adults
» the National Diplomacy Championship

» theMid Con quiz for teams of 4 on Friday evening

» the chance to buy even more board games

Mid Con is primarily about playing games and meeting peepivhether you participate in the
National Diplomacy Championships or play any of thienber of games people have brought
along with them, which may include spending the keeel playing 18xx or Civilisation.
People have even been known to stay up late, daakmuch and lose the shirt off their
backs— but we don’t recommend it.

Attendance atMid Con costs £15-£18 for the whole weekend (day rate£83£10/£8 for
Friday, Saturday and Sunday) and accommodationvalahle in the Thistle Hotel at
reasonable rates. The hotel is reachable by ptrahsport and there's an adjacent car park.

If you would like to join us aMid Con, please write, with the convention fee of £15 adhe

(goes up to £18 on™INovember), to: Jeremy Tullett}id Con, 7 Midland Place, Derby, DE1

2RR, or by e-mail tdoookings(at)MidCon.org.uk. For an electronic version of the booking
form, see the websiteyww.MidCon.org.uk

OxCon 2006 Progress Report (James Rogers)

Things are coming along well in preparation fortngear’'s OxCon, which will be held on the
weekend of the 2122" January, starting at 11am each day, with the nbaimnaments
having a deadline for registration of 10.50 on i@ ning in question. We have booked the
same venue as in previous years, the upstairs nodhre Mitre Public House, Oxford. We
have, in the past, had some complaints about theeamlight level in the room but | believe
these concerns were satisfactorily addressed bpuhehase of some freestanding lamps last
year. Other than this issue we have had few pnobleith the venue.

! including some new ones straight from the Spiehes fair in Germany

2 though children welcome as well!
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We are currently in the process of contacting tBs Who ran our various competitions this
year, all of whom have run excellent events inhst, and we hope to be able to assemble
the same team for next year's convention. | anfident that the Diplomacy, Settlers of
Catan, Lost Cities and 15-to-1 tournaments whickeHzeen the highlights of the event both
this year and in previous years will once agaimureto the extremely high standard we have
come to expect. We are also hoping to once agadlistéhe aid of the various support
personnel who have been so helpful in the paserelhave been several suggestions for new
events this OxCon, possibly including a Puerto Ricmpetition and these will be discussed
by the committee once university term starts again.

Prices for next year’'s convention will be fixedthé same level as this year's event: £4 for
entry to the convention only, £7 for entry plus rgnto either the Dip or the Settlers

tournament, £10 for entry plus both tournamentse aMéo offer half-price entry to students
and unwaged people. Presently we do not orgamgeaacommodation for attendees,
although we will be more than happy to recommerdgs to stay in Oxford for those coming
along on both days.

We are confident that next year’s convention wittact the same good attendance that we
received this year. We had 4 tables of Diplomatyhe Saturday, as well as groups of casual
gamers. Sunday saw even better numbers, with @@gelaying in the Settlers tournament.
Anyone who would like more information on the contren or who has any comments on
how we could improve the event is welcome to cdntdte team by email at:
diplo@herald.ox.ac.uk.

MASTERCON Xl
Hosting EuroDipCon XIV
3 — 5" March 2006
Lee Valley Youth Hostel, Windmill Lane, Cheshunt, H erts
http://www.yha.org.uk/hostel/hostelpages/861.html

PROGRESS REPORT #1 incorporating the REGISTRATI@NRM

MasterCon is on the move once again. Keith and Greth have stepped down from
organizing the event after 4 years. This Master@onnique in that it will be in a new
location and will also be hosting EuroDipCon — tinst time since 1998! The main organizer
and Tournament Director for the Diplomacy will bebyy Harris. Toby needs no introduction;
he is a larger than life character who has beghdrhobby for about 20 years. In fact he was
the winner of EuroDipCon the last time it was hddtg MasterCon.

I am Shaun Derrick, previous organizer of Master@om 1994 until 2001 and | am coming
out of ‘retirement’ just for this particular convwem. | will be taking a background role,
having found a location for the event.

David Norman will be helping with the Diplomacy siciy. With his considerable experience
in this field, things will, | am sure, run very sotaly.

Emeric Miszti is our website guru and he will benitoring that side of things.

Of course, MasterCon isn'’t just Diplomacy. Therdl Wwe lots of casual gaming and an 18xx
tournament, which has been a mainstay of MastesGme the convention began.
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ACCOMMODATION

There are two main options for accommodation, th&tdd accommodation and the Marriott
hotel. There may be local Bed and Breakfast optibus you would need to arrange these
directly if you wish to pursue that option.

The Lee Valley Youth Hostel has been completelyri@éhed and re-opened last year. For
those of you who consider Youth Hostels to be shakldustrophobic shacks, then you will be
very pleasantly surprised how modern this oneli® fboms are all en-suite and have 2,4,6 or
8 beds in each. They are very spacious rooms \aith &dge holding approximately 24 beds
and have kitchen facilities and enough space foriigg away from the main gaming room if
you wanted it. It is classed as a 5 Star Youthtélosnd is certainly much better than |
expected it to be. Take a look at the website above

The gaming room is in the main block with the rasdats, snack bar, shop and ‘Games room’
(This has a table football game). It also has adws/ for those who want to get some fresh air
or do their diplomacy outside. Smoking is not pétadi in any of the buildings so smokers
will have to go onto the balcony of the gaming roonoutside the building.

Access is very easy. By car it is just half a nfiten the main street through Cheshunt town
centre down Windmill Lane, plenty of parking avhiefree of charge. By train you can alight
at Cheshunt station, which is just across the lexadsing — literally a one-minute walk! By
air Stansted would be ideal as there is a diregilae rail service from Stansted to Cheshunt
station. More specific details on train times ameations will follow in a future progress
report.

Being close to London there may be a number of lpasho won’t need accommodation, but
will merely commute to/from the venue. There idraa service from Liverpool Street station
to Cheshunt.

The Marriott Hotel is about 2 miles away from thenue. This is for those who want rather
more luxury than the Hostel. The hotel is on thecjion of the A10 and A1170 at Turnford,
the northern end of Cheshunt.

ACCOMMODATION RATES
The Lee Valley Youth Hostel

1 bedin a 4,6 or 8 bedded room-  £20.00 for Friaziawarch
£27.50 for Saturday 04 March
£20.00 for Sunday 05 March

1 bed in a 2 bedded room - £40.00 for Friday 03 Karc

£47.50 for Saturday 04 March

£40.00 for Sunday 05 March
Note that there are a few rooms with just a Dolblel@, these are £80 for sole or couples use
of the room on Friday and Sunday, £95 for Saturday.

The rate for Friday and Sunday includes breakidst. rate for Saturday includes breakfast
and dinner. The Saturday rate is a mandatory DjriBest and Breakfast rate, whether you
take the Dinner or not.

All hostel bookings must be booked direct with Weuth Hostel.
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Lee Valley Village YHA,
YHA (England & Wales) Ltd,
Windmill Lane,

Cheshunt,

Hertfordshire (UK),

EN8 9AJ.

Tel: 01992 628392 (00 44 1992 628392),
Fax: 01992 643984 (00 44 1992 643984)
Email: leevalley@yha.org.ykvww.yha.org.uk

Please mention that you are part of EDC or Eurojpgpltomacy Championship so that they
can apply the correct rate.

The Marriott Cheshunt Hotel
The hotel will hold some rooms off for me but | &ahink this is necessary at this stage.

The rate is £80.00 per night for a room whetherelage 1 or 2 people in the room. This rate
includes breakfast and VAT. If anyone wants the fat 3 people in a room, let me know.
However, if you are certain that you want to stathés hotel and can book in advance, there
is currently a web fare of £76.00 for up to 2 peoipl the room B&B, but you have to pay in
advance and the rate is non-refundable. If you w@bbok this hotel not using the web fare,
then please contact me. | would advise anyone #thiaking of booking the hotel to let me
know so that | can calculate the number of roomgsired.

If there are any Marriott cardholders out therey yoay get a better rate by contacting the
hotel direct.

The hotel details are...

Marriott Cheshunt Hotel
Halfhide Lane

Turnford

Broxbourne,
Hertfordshire EN10 6NG
Phone: 01992 451245
Fax: 01992 440120

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Sponsorship!

This would be nice, of course, but efforts so favénproved fruitless. Tesco have their head
office in Cheshunt and | have tried to get some eyoout of them — result = no response!!
Does anyone know how to get to the right peopkhig organization?

Prizes!

There will be prizes for the top 7 in the Diplomaagd a trophy for the 18xx winner.
Certificates will be awarded for Best Countriesaify more tournaments are arranged, there
will be a trophy for it. If anyone can supply sogeme prizes...?

Games Stand!
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Dave Lunn from Gamesweb will be present at Mastaer@te will be offering a discount of
10% on all purchases throughout the weekétigd://www.games-web.co.uk/

This Progress report has been produced by Shaucke813 Woodway Lane, Walsgrave,
Coventry CV2 2AP Emaikhaun.derrick@tmguk.coor sderrick@tiscali.co.uk

O
IREGISTRATION FORM|

NAME (and nationality):
ADDRESS:
POSTCODE:
TELEPHONE:

EMAIL:

The fee for the convention is £12.00 for the whekekend if paid by Friday 24 February
2006 (No fee for non-UK residents who can also stegi by email on
http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/edc2006/). Any paymediter that date will have to be on the door

will be £15.00. Do not to send registration feeqthes after 24 February, as they may not be
received in time.

Please make cheques payable to TOBY HARRIS and themd along with this registratign
form to Toby at - 10 Charlotte Bronte Drive, DROIT@H, Worcestershire WR9 7HU
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Forthcoming Conventions

PsychoCon 2005 MidCon OxCon

21-23 October 2005 11-13 November 2005 21-22 January 2006
The Crown Hotel Birmingham Oxford

Harrogate www.midcon.org.uk diplo@herald.ox.ac.uk

www.psychozine.co.uk

MASTERCON XIIl

Hosting EuroDipCon XIV
3-5March 2006

Lee Valley Youth Hostel,
Windmill Lane, Cheshunt, Herts

The Queen’s Lane Advertiser (incorporating Conantiews)

Editor : Jeremy Tullett
Coordinator : David Norman
Printer : Nick Kinzett

Please contact the coordinator if:

- You run a convention and would like to be a péthe ‘zine.

- You run a convention and would like to be inclddie the upcoming conventions list.
- You would like to offer to help out in some way.

- You are not on the mailing list for this ‘zingjtbwould like to be.

The coordinator can be contactedlavid@ellought.demon.co.uk

ISSUE 13 of The Queen’s Lane Advertiser, broughyoio by:
Jeremy Tullett,

7 Midland Place,

Derby

DE1 2RR

Telephone: 0870 190 1977 (Office) 01332-385322 (Ejom
Email: jeremy.d.tullett@btinternet.com

(Printed by Nick Kinzett, c/o 11 Daleway Road, Gréene, Coventry, CV3 6JF, England.)
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