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Mid Con’07

Britain’s fastest growing board games convention

16" — 18" November 2007

Thistle Birmingham City Hotel

About the con
Mid Conxxix takes place in a comfortable hotel in the centf@iiomingham from Friday afternoon
(4pm) to Sunday evening (6pm). It features:

the opportunity to play board games with like-middelults

theMid Conmusic quiz on Friday evening

theMid Congeneral knowledge quiz for teams of 4 on Satuedaning

the chance to buy even more board games

the chance to sell your surplus games on the EiBgy stall on the Saturday afternoon
|\/|Id Conis primarily about playing games and meeting peopbu can play any of the number of
games people bring along with them, including tlo¢ tew games from the Spiel games fair in
Essen, which takes place just a few weeks bditideCon Popular games include 18XX, Puerto
Rico and Power Grid, but you are welcome to brilen@ your own favourite games — you will
almost certainly find some people willing to playieast one of them.
Costs
Attendance aMid Con costs £15-£18 for the whole weekend (day rateB84£10/£8 for Friday,
Saturday and Sunday) and accommodation is availatitee Thistle Hotel at reasonable rates. The
hotel is reachable by public transport and theemiadjacent car park.
Registration
If you would like to join us aMid Con please complete the form overleaf and returnitit whe
convention fee of £75 head to:

Jeremy TullettMid Con, 7 Midland Place, Derby, DE1 2RR,

or register electronically atww.boardgamers.org.uk/booking.php

! Though children are welcome as well!
2 Goes up to £18 on November 1st
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Mid Con’07 Booking Form

The registration fee fdvlid Conis £15 per person for the whole week-end. Daysrate £10 for the Saturday and £8
(each) for the Friday and the Sunday. Please notejention fees aneotrefundable. After November'ive will not
be able to accept postal bookings and accommodatibhave to be booked directly with the hotel,ilshthe
convention fee will have to be paid at the conv@ntPlease note that the registration fee goes up to& after
November £,

Name

Address

Post code Tel:

E-mail

| enclose a cheque / PO (payable to “Mid  Con”) for £

(See above for registration rakes

Other names
covered by this
registration

Accommodation
Please reserve the following rooms at the ratel@f@ per person per night for a single room and
£37.50 per person per night sharing a twin/doutder — a full English breakfast is included. Hotel

charges will be settled directly with the hotelymur departure.
Please select one of the following options by tigkihe appropriate box.

| hereby give permission foWlid Conto pass my credit card details to the Hotel temes my room. My credit
card details are given below

| enclose a cheque for 50% of the total cost offomm booking, payable to "Thistle Birmingham Citptel",
as a deposit.

My credit card details (You do not need to provide these if you have erdascheque to cover the deposit on your room)

The name on my credit card is:

The credit card number is: The expiry date is:

The cancellation policy of the hotel is complicatbdt full refunds should be available up to 10 kesleeforeMid Con,
with an escalating cancellation fee a& Nbvember approaches.

Saturday

Friday Sunday

N° of single rooms

N° of twin rooms

N° of double rooms

Sharing with ...

When complete, return this form, together with ywagistration fee (payable toviid Con’) to: Jeremy Tullett,
Mid Con 7 Midland Place, Derby, DE1 2RR. Alternativelyredit card bookings may be submitted online at

www.boardgamers.org.uk/booking.php by clicking on the Booking Form link in the léfand menu bar.

The Thistle hotel chain often offers cheap rooms irBirmingham during November at a rate below that of MidCon Anyone taking
advantage of this offer needs to be aware of then®mll print’, noting that breakfast may not be included in the price, and that theramay be
no guarantee of which Birmingham Thistle the room il be in.

Details of your booking are stored on computers. Welo not sell our mailings lists to any other indiviluals or organisations, but we may
share them with other games conventions.
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MidCon 2007 Questions and Answers

Am | registered?
This is the table of bookings as of 29 Septembead® contact the editor if there are any errors or
omissions.

Name Fri Sat Bun
Michael Oakes Single Single

Jeremy Tullett Single Single

Hazel Hawker

Jeff Hawker

Peter Haslehurst Twin Twin

Nick Wells

Simon Cutforth Twin Twin

Paul Heald

Danny Victor Single Single Single
Tony Wheatley Disabled Disabled Disabled
John Harrington Twin Twin

Paul Oakes

lan Fleming Single Single

Dave Thorby Single Single

Lee Edwards

Jonty Blackwell Double Double

Jeff Edmunds Twin Twin

lAngela Crick

Steve Kearon Single Single

Don Clarke

Dave Cooper Twin

Ben Cooper

Bill O'Neill Single Single

Steve Jones Single Single

lan D Wilson Single Single

Mark Stretch

Gary Duke

Derek Wilson Twin Twin

Dane Maslen

Barrington Beavis Double Double

Mark Fox Single Single

John Hopkins Single Single Single
Lyndon Gurr Twin Twin

Stephen Webb

Colin Harden Double Double

Bookings are running ahead of previous years, goufwant to be sure of getting a room in the
hotel, you advised to get your registration inydtlhelps the committee too. If we appear to have
filled our room allocation well in advance of micsixember, we may be able to obtain some more
rooms.
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Bring & Buy Sale

Following the success of last year's Bring & Bulesae will be repeating the event this year on
much the same lines. Please note, however, thatiitvant to sell brand new games, you may not
sell products that are being offered by the "odfitgames stall of MidCon. If in doubt, contace th
committee via the Queries button in the left haradgim.

The schedule

The Bring & Buy stall will be open in two sessiams the Saturday at MidCon. Timings are as
follows:

Noon - 12:45 Sellers bring their games to the Wrox3aite

13:00 - 13:30 Stall opens for business

13:45 - 14:15 Sellers can collect unsold games anckpds from sales

18:00 - 18:30 Sellers bring their games to the Wonx@uite and may amend the prices of unsold
games

18:30 - 19:00 Stall opens for business

19:15 - 19:45 Sellers collect unsold games and pasé&om sales

How it will work
A number of tables will be set aside in the Wrox&unite for the purpose of displaying the games
for sale.

People who want to sell their games should briegitlalong to the Bring & Buy registration desk,
which will be manned by John Harrington and anybadafg enough to volunteer to help him in
return for a beer.

Details of each game (seller, name of game, camddf game, asking price) will be transferred on
to a database (on a lap-top, or possibly a piepapér).

Each game will be assigned a game ID and thisgalth the asking price, will be noted on a
special MidCon Post-It note that will be attachedhte game. The game will then go on display,
ready for sale.

When the stall opens, punters will be allowed tarsixe the games and possibly fondle
components in a slightly disturbing fetishistic man Anyone wanting to buy a game should grab
it, and bring it and the requisite amount of casthe Bring & Buy registration desk

After the sale period closes, sellers may comegadon collect the proceeds from their sales and
any unsold games (assuming they do not want thdye tarried forward to the next sale period - if
there is one). Please be prompt when collecting gtuff. We'll be pretty strict on this as we don’
want to be interrupted all night long by sellerkiag for their money when said sellers could not
get their act together enough to collect the matdiie correct time.

As indicated above, there will be an opportunitydellers to amend asking prices, but everything
has to go through the Bring & Buy registration desk bringing along a copy of SPI's War of the
Rings with the price of £80 crossed out and a neeef £1.50 written underneath in crayon!

Will there be a charge?

Assuming we can run this stall using the con'stexjgesources - i.e., we do not have to pay extra
to hire a room or tables - then it is our intentionmake this a free event, both for sellers and
buyers.
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If you'd like to help ...

Just make sure you make yourself known beforebatdo John Harrington (short chap, wearing
glasses and probably other things - such as clethesides). You can even e-mail him before hand:
you can find his e-mail address on http://fbganwesic

Games that will be on offer
If you want to give punters advance notice of tamgs you will be bringing along, contact John via

http://fbgames.co.uk or, if you can't be bothdredisit that web site you can probably work ot hi
address by rearranging the following elements tinéoright order:

1. @
2. john
3. fbgames.co.uk

Clue: Put them in the following order: 213, with sypaces in between!

Will there be a Diplomacy tournament?
The short answer to this is "Only if there is enodgmand.”

The format of any tournament will depend on how ynaeople want to play, but there will
probably only be rounds on the Saturday and Sunday.

| love MidCon - so what can | do to help promote it  ?
Thank you for the offer.

We'd really like to reach local games groups, lagaies shops, university games clubs. Just about
anybody, in fact, who would be interested in comtmlidCon.

If you can help us by distributing advertising nmete we’ll send you some by return of post.

If you can bring a substantial group to MidCon, lve¥en offer a discount on the registration fees.
And here’s an additional incentive — if we get mdéhnan 150 visitors to MidCon in 2007, I'll
handover the chairmanship to someone else. If wengee than 175, I'll abscond with the
registration fees and have nice holiday in the [ikezan.

How about some memoribilia?

T-shirts, perhaps? We are looking into T-shirts, will you buy them? They will be reasonably
priced. Let us know if you have a view. The desigihbe settled by the time you read this, and you
will like it.

Great! What about some beer to spill on my nice new T-shirt?

| am trying to get the hotel to get some real aJalthough it seems to prefer to ignore my questio
at the moment. A barrel or bottles is unclear, Wwataim to keep drinkers of pints of tepid, flat
drinks happy.
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ManorCon XXV
Results

This year saw ManorCon move out of Birmingham foe first time in its 25-year history. With a
new venue, it was a learning experience for theroittee as well as for the attendees. Some things
went better than others, but overall, we feel thevenwas a big success, and ManorCon will
therefore be remaining at Stamford Hall for theegmreable future.

One of the things we failed to predict in advanaswwow many people would want to play in
Stamford House, rather than the Dining Hall. How faded to pick up on this, I'm not sure, but

with both the bar and 24-hour access in Stamfordsdpit should have been obvious! It did mean
that the Dining Hall was much quieter than the mgaming hall had been in previous years —
which some people liked, while others felt it reradvthe normal convention atmosphere.

This year saw another first — the Bar had some Réalleft when the convention closed on
Monday! This has never happened before, and is evane surprising because we had 25% less
Real Ale this year than last year — only 720 pifisttunately it was very close — there was just a
small amount left in the final barrel — as if thésea significant amount left, the convention has t
pay for it. We therefore hope we won'’t see a repéétis next year!

Onto the games played. All the tournaments seemedd a drop in numbers this year. The 18XX
tournament was the biggest (15 games played),wellbby St Petersburg (13), Puerto Rico (9),
Croquet (8), Imperial (7) and Settlers (7). Howewes suspect that there were several more of each
game played but not reported, partly because the® nowhere to put tournament results in
Stamford House, so people had to walk across tdthang Hall to get a result sheet, and then
again to submit the result. And of course, after Bining Hall closed at midnight, this wasn’t
possible. Next year, we intend to put a set oflteslips and envelopes in Stamford House.

ManorCon weekend has a tradition of being hot. W&oping that the change in venue has not
brought a change in this tradition, as this year w&at is probably the worst ManorCon weather in

the convention’s history. Fortunately ManorCon didrave it as bad as some of the people trying
to get to the convention. One attendee took 40 temto get from Woking to Reading on the train,

found there were no trains North out of Reading] #ren took 3 hours to get back to Woking.

Another attendee took 5 hours to do the first 22snof his journey up the M5, decided to give up,

and took another 3 hours to get home again! W&l o thank those of you who did have to fight

your way through the weather in order to attendiurmtely most of the Committee meet up in

Leicester on Thursday night, or some of us mayhage made it either!

Thanks.

ManorCon is run completely by volunteers. Some hafseé volunteers are daft enough to call
themselves the committee, and spend 12 months @sgamnising ManorCon. But they could not do
it by themselves. Therefore we'd like to thank ghedy else who helped with the running of
ManorCon XXV:

For their help on the Registration Desk: John Bokcd<ath Collman, Chris Dawe, Jerry
Elsmore, Kevin Lee, John Mitchell, David PercikuPRegulski, lan D Wilson.

For organising tournaments: John Colledge, Kathin@wl, Dave Gittins, Dan Lester, Dane
Maslen, Markus Welbourne.

For hosting the convention, and always being retadgleal with problems as quickly and
effectively as possible, the University of Leiceste
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18XX

The 18XX tournament had 20 players playing
15 games. The games included 3 each of
1846 and 1861, one each of 18GL, 1858,
1850, 1826, 18West, 1848 and 1862, plus 2
where the game wasn’t entered on the score
sheet! Steve continued to use his hybrid
scoring system based on points gained
according to place and modified by a variation
calculated from the scores in the actual game
to yield a tournament score.

Congratulations to Peter Eldridge who had a
pretty solid tournament.

1846
Steve Thomas 7519 106.98
John Boocock 692( 58.0p
Chris Dawe 6726 15.34
1846
Lyndon Gurr 8784 108.73
lan D Wilson 8607 86.54
Danny Victor 8241 62.01
Dave Thorby 8048 39.62
Steve Ogden 6712 3.0p
1861
Jon Draper 7676 113.8]L
Peter Campbell 678% 75.60
John Harrington 6524 46.74
Richard Clyne 5993 13.8%
18West
Tony Bromley 8670/ 109.14
Richard Clyne 8470 81.68
Peter Eldridge 8339 55.0B
David Hecht 6281 4.1]
18GL
Jon Draper 781Q 111.6p
Danny Victor 7296 84.24
Richard Clyne 6998 59.99
Tony Bromley 6456 32.25
Lyndon Gurr 6431 11.9(

1858
David Smith 9296| 107.7]
Steve Thomas 8911 78.25
lan D Wilson 8861 52.67
Geoff Hardingham 7455 11.3B
1850
David Hecht 144020 115.04
Peter Eldridge 12001 55.8p
Steve Ogden 11156 9.11
1846
Peter Eldridge 8717 109.4B8
Jon Draper 8285 64.06
Steve Ogden 6984 7.7R
1826
David Hecht 10138 101.90
Lyndon Gurr 10093 61.44
Jon Draper 9615 16.6p
1861
Danny Victor 8778| 125.73
Steve Thomas 6752 71.71
Dave Thorby 6680 45.63
Geoff Hardingham 5717 6.89
1862
Peter Eldridge 9456 116.8D
Ben Brown 9238 94.1]
Alan Harvey 8407 63.84
Steve Ogden 7863 37.1P
Chris Malme 7650 14.44
John Boocock 5962 -16.3p
18?7
Steve Ogden 1517 123.97
David Hecht 1240 61.09
lan D Wilson 923 -4.79
1848
Steve Thomas 9778 100.11
John Boocock 9697 60.6B
Jon Draper 9234 18.30
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1861 18?7
Peter Eldridge 7042 113.1 Geoff Hardingham 9215 108.8p
Danny Victor 6279 75.94 Dave Thorby 8720 77.9¢
lan D Wilson 6209 49.8( Steve Ogden 8477 50.00
Steve Ogden 5356 11.0 lan D Wilson 7466 13.15
So the final results were:

Position | Name Played | Won | Score

1 Peter Eldridge 5 3 90.07

2 Steve Thomas 4 2 89.1¢

3 Danny Victor 4 1 86.98

4 David Hecht 4 2 70.53

5 David Smith 1 1 69.24

6 Jon Draper 5 2 64.88

7 Ben Brown 1 0 64.70

8 Tony Bromley 2 1 63.82

9 Lyndon Gurr 3 1 60.69

10 Peter Campbell 1 0 58.53

11 Alan Harvey 1 0 54.61

12 Dave Thorby 3 0 54.42

13 Richard Clyne 3 0 51.84

14 John Harrington 1 0 48.91

15 Geoff Hardingham 3 1 42.35

16 lan D Wilson 5 0 39.48

17 Chris Dawe 1 0 38.45

18 Chris Malme 1 0 38.16

19 Steve Ogden 7 1 34.54

20 John Boocock 3 0 34.12

Croquet

Eleven people signed up for the croquet, althouglvas subsequently discovered that John
Mitchell, and possibly Jim Sutherland, claim nothave signed up. If this was some weird joke

played by their friends (sic), then funny haha, thus is not the kind of behaviour we need at
ManorCon!

Nevertheless, everyone else got on with it, anggaaheir games despite the wet weather. Not
surprisingly, the final was played between Gary ®&wand Mick Haytack. Gary, who has a CA
handicap of 4%, would normally have been expeaidatat Mick, whose handicap is 11, but Mick
once again won against the odds. Congratulationaggin to Mick, who joined Stewart Cross,
Kevin McGowan and Nick Parish as 4-times winnerghef ManorCon Croquet Tournament. Mick
has now announced his retirement from croquet atdvi@on in order “to give the others a chance”.
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Gary Duke

Jonty Blackwell 14
Philip Honeybone | 3

Jonty Blackwell 14

bye Gary Duke 14
Roger Ditchburn | 14 . Gary Duke 14
oS Roger Ditchburn 1
Phil Williams 8
Michelle Erskine Gary Duke 3
bye Michelle Erskine 6

Jonty Blackwell 3

Martin Burroughs | 14
Sharon Fennell 2

Martin Burroughs

bye
bye

bye

Martin Burroughg 3

Jim Sutherland w/o

John Mitchell

Jim Sutherland

bye
Mick Haytack

w/o

Mick Haytack

Mick Haytack | 14

Mick Haytack 14

Diplomacy

21 players took part in the Diplomacy Tournamerd ylear. This is by far the smallest that the
tournament has been. However, around half of thgeps were new to ManorCon.

Friday saw two boards.

Friday 1 Friday 2

Austria Pete Campbell 1 4.20 | Austria Tom Garretty 1909 0.90
England lain Walworth 1905 0.50 | England Hailey Anderson 1 3.43
France David Buckley 8 22.40 | France Andy Mayfield 7 15.20
Germany  Andrew Havery 3 7.40 | Germany Emeric Miszti 7 15.20
Italy Richard Bolton 9 26.60 | ltaly Andrew Singleton 1905 0.50
Russia John Stratford 9 26.60 | Russia Robin Walters 3 6.05
Turkey Rick Desper 4 9.60 | Turkey Toby Harris 16 54.90

Toby set the early mark, with a huge score. If hgdtl one more centre, it would have easily been
the highest non-solo single round score in theohistf ManorCon.

Saturday also saw two boards.

Saturday 1 Saturday 2

Austria Dave Simpson 1908 0.80 | Austria Andy Mayfield 1905 0.50

England Richard Bolton 6 0.90 | England Rick Desper 10 26.26
France John Stratford 2 0.90 | France Andrew Havery 11 30.47
Germany  Danny Collman 2 0.90 | Germany  Alan Belamy 1904 0.40
Italy Steve Agg 6 0.90 | Iltaly Pete Campbell 1906 0.60
Russia Emeric Miszti 18 75.00 | Russia David Norman 2 4.71
Turkey Andrew Singleton* 1906 0.60 | Turkey Tom Garretty 11 30.47

* Toby Harris replaced Andrew Singleton after 1903.

Board two saw three players sharing the points tiBeit scores were dwarfed by Emeric’s result on
board 1, with a 1909 solo as Russia. Along withrbishd 1 result, he had a lead of around 35

points going into the final round.

With only two boards, it was difficult to run a er Team tournament, so teams of 1 were used!

This will be renamed for future years, but will tome to be for the highest individual score on

Saturday. The idea is to allow the players who taant to play all three rounds to be able to just
play one round, and have a prize to play for. Withsolo, Emeric was the clear winner of the Team

Tournament.
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Sunday also had two boards.

Sunday 1 Sunday 2

Austria Rick Desper 9 24.54 | Austria Steve Agg 11 26.08

England Gihan Bandaranaike 7 17.16 | England John Stratford 17 53.75
France Dave Simpson 8 20.66 | France Andrew Singleton 1905 0.50
Germany  Richard Bolton 1908 0.80 | Germany  David Buckley 1911 1.10
Italy Tom Garretty 1907 0.70 | Iltaly Andrew Havery 1907 0.70

Russia lain Walworth 1908 0.80 | Russia Toby Harris* 6 10.95

Turkey Emeric Miszti 10 28.78 | Turkey Andy Mayfield 1911 1.10

* David Norman replaced Toby Harris after Sprin@39

Sunday saw several players on board 2 who knew timdy hope to win the tournament was to
solo. John Stratford nearly made it, but was stdmiel7. Meanwhile on board 1, everybody knew
that they didn’t have a chance of winning the tamnent unless Emeric was eliminated. And yet he
managed to avoid elimination, and then grow urgiehded up topping the board.

With a solo, a board top and a 7 centre GermanyeriEmvas a worthy tournament winner. John’s
17 propelled him into second place, while Toby’'sriéhe first round earned him third place.

So the Final Results were:

Position | Name Fri Sat | Sun | Overall

1 Emeric Miszti 15.2Q0 75.0p 28.48 111.B8

2 John Stratford 26.60 0.90 53.f5 80|80

3 Toby Harris 5490 0.30F 5.47* 60.93

4 Rick Desper 9.60 26.26 24.%4 55J0

5 Andrew Havery 7.40 3047 090 38.p2

6 Tom Garretty 0.90 30.47 0.790 312

7 Richard Bolton 2660 090 0.80 27.p0

8 Steve Agg 0.90 26.08 26.98

9 David Buckley 22.4( 1.1p 23.40

10 Dave Simpson 0.80 20.66 2146

11 Gihan Bandaranaikg 17.16 17]16

12 Andy Mayfield 1520 050 1.10 16.%5

13 David Norman 471 547 10.18

14 Robin Walters 6.0b 6.d5

15 Pete Campbell 4,20 0.60 480

16 Hailey Anderson 3.4B 3.43

17 Andrew Singleton 0.5p 0.30* 0.50 1.B5

18 lain Walworth 0.5(¢ 0.80 1.30

19 Danny Collman 0.90 0.90

20 Alan Belamy 0.4( 0.4p

Best Countries
Best Austria Steve Agg Sunday Board2 11 ceptres
Best England John Stratford | Sunday Boargd 2 17 cgntres
Best France Andrew Havery| Saturday Board 2 11 cgntres
Best Germany Emeric Miszti Friday Board|2 7 centres
Best Italy Richard Bolton | Friday Board[l 9 cenjres

Best Russia Emeric Miszti | Saturday Board 1 18 ceptres
Best Turkey Toby Harris Friday Board]2 16 cenfres
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The Team Tournament results were:

Pos| Name Centres| Score|
1 Team Emeric Miszti 18 75.J0
2 Team Tom Garretty 11 30.47
Team Andrew Havery 11 30.47
4 Team Rick Desper 10 26.26
5 Team David Norman o 411
6 Team Steve Agg 5 0.90
Team Richard Bolton 5 0.90
Team Danny Collman o 0.90
Team John Stratford 2 0.90
10 | Team Dave Simpson 0 0.80
11 | Team Andrew Singleton/ 0 0.60
Toby Harris
Team Pete Campbell 0 0.60
13 | Team Andy Mayfield ( 0.5p
14 | Team Alan Belamy D 0.40
Other Awards
Award Winner Reason
. : For attacking the wrong country at the
Most American player (who is Tom Garretty wrong time while failing to defend his

not actually American) homeland

For playing the last six years of the ganje
Andrew Mayfield | on 1 centre, only to be eliminated on the
last turn.
For making it into the draw having playing
the last six years of the game on 1 centTe.

Tournament Director’'s Award
(joint winners)

Hayley Anderson

With the Tournament having become so small, andnigaseen that other tournaments typically
died out once they dropped to two boards, Davi#t smme time before one of the rounds to ask the
players how they felt about the tournament. Did/twant it to continue? Did they want to change
the format — e.g. to have one less round, etc.réeeunding opinion was that they wanted it to
continue, and wanted the format to remain the s&tarce the Diplomacy will be back, in the same
format, in 2008. And if anyone wants to play sompl@macy, but isn’t interested in playing all
three rounds, the new Saturday Tournament willvallbem to compete for a major prize while
playing just one round.

Nick’s Tournaments

Nick Kinzett ran the St Petersburg, Acquire, Pu&itto and Settlers of Catan tournaments. They
were calculated using the NURSE scoring systemngusie chance-of-not-winning (ignoring ties)
ratio to rate actual wins — in the end the pre8¥@0/45/48/50 (for 2/3/4/5/6-player variants) were
used rather than the previous rounded-up ratio-WMaoners rate in the same proportion to these
winning amounts as their victory quantifiers (VQsPs) were to the winner's VQs, with anyone
pipped for victory on a tiebreak compared to nadhVQ more. Each participant's accumulated
ratings were averaged by dividing by the numbegarhes played plus a damper of 0.5. Fortunately
the controversial "closeness" tiebreaker didn'ehtavbe used for the trophy-awarding.
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Nick notes that as punters more used to the idab dilose games are better games (generally
speaking), the NURSE foundation of using the charfagot-winning ignoring ties becomes
slightly less sound, and really we should skewr#t®s to take this into account. Indeed, the fewer
the players, the more likely the tie, and certathly 2-player game is woefully under-rated (and the
3-player somewhat so) under the present regime.

Acquire (15 players /5 games

Status Name Wins | Score
Winner | Vick Hall 2 35.20
Game John Stratford 1 30.04
Winner | Gary Duke 1[ 30.00
Andy Bate 1| 26.66
The Mark Stretch 0 33.16
Rest Hayley Anderson 0] 28.04
Nick Kinzett 0 27.12
Mike Urban 0 22.25
Damien Tomkiewicz 0 21.8(0
Chris Martin 0 21.67
Andrew Mayfield 0 19.79
Tom Garrity 0 19.11
Jim Payne 0 17.16
Harkesh Farma 0 14.28
Matthew Greet o 12.74
Puerto Rico (25 players / 8 games)
Status Name Wins | Score
Winner Steve Jones 3 38.0D
Runners | Matthew Greet 1 35.84
Up Kevin Lee 1 35.16
Game Paul Naylor 1| 33.68
Winner Eric Norton 1 32.00
Quillon Harpham 1 30.00
The Rest | Jim Sutherland 0 31.2§
Mark Stretch 0 30.83
Ray Tanner 0 30.57
Nick Kinzett 0 30.53
Gary Duke 0| 28.53
Steve Schulze 0 28.44
Darrell Perrins 0 28.04
John Todd 0 27.6(
Derek Wilson 0 26.12
Joshua Perrins @ 25.2p
Bernard Thompson 0 23.99
Steve Cousins 0 23.9
Andy Bate 0| 23.85
Roger Ditchburn 0| 23.40
Helen Payne 0 22.1(
Tina Stewart 0 20.34
Kath Collman 0 20.00
A.N.Other 0 ??2.27
Ima Pseudonym 0 2.7
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St. Petersburg (33 players / 12 games)

Status Name Wins Score
Winner Tony Wheatley 5 39.54
Runner up Steve Jones 3 39.25
Game Richard Bolton 1 36.25
Winner Allan Bellamy 1 32.00
Gihan Bandaranaike ] 30.0p
Jim Sutherland 1 30.0(
The rest David Buckley 0 32.14
Kath Collman 0 32.03
Vick Hall 0 29.69
John Todd 0 28.36)
Steve Schulze 0 26.87
John Marsden 0 25.64
Peter Cambell 0 25.67
Dane Maslen 0 25.57
Matthew Barrett 0 25.00
Derrell Perrins 0 24.30
Ray Tanner 0 24.22
Toby Harris 0 23.02
Mark Wightman 0 23.02
Kevin Lee 0 22.50
Matthew Greet 0 21.52
Richard Biddle 0 19.80
Richard Beattie 0 19.56
Bob Coull 0 19.12
Gary Duke 0 18.94
Andrew Mayfield 0 18.78
Chris Welbourne 0 18.55
Adam Huby 0 17.72
Paul Oakes 0 16.09
Clark Fenney 0 15.00
Jay Cutmore 0 14.08
Steve Agg 0 14.00]
Joshua Perrins 0 13.59
Settlers of Catan (25 players / 7 games)
Status Name Wins Score
Winner David van-Cauter 2 36.59
Game James Faulkner 1 30.09
Winner James Goodman ] 30.0p
Chris Martin 1 30.00
Eric Norton 1 30.00
Gary Duke 1 26.66
The Mike Urban 0 27.68
Rest Greg Payne 0 27.0(
Tony Wheatley 0 24.00]
Paul Grogan 0 22.56
Steve Jones 0 22.5
Chris Malme 0 21.81
Dave Buckley 0 21.00]
Colin Evans 0 20.76
Mark Stretch 0 20.76
Chris Welbourne 0 20.74
Roger Ditchburn 0 20.00
Michelle Erskine 0 20.00
Matthew Greet 0 19.08
Philip Honeybone 0 19.04
Robert Dillon 0 18.46
Seth King 0 18.46
Sharon Fennell 0 17.5(
Andy Bate 0 11.53
John Ellam 0 11.53
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Combined Results

Nick also took the results from all his tournamesutsl combined them into one meta-tournament.
Nick says “As mentioned elsewhere, it's not relditimate to mix designs even though using the
same rating system, as their victory quantifiegesnare considerably different: these would need to
be "normalized". Strictly speaking they should leenmalized even across different variants of the
same design, but the effects are so marginal thagdarcely worth the effort and as results become
less extreme (i.e. theoretically better) the effdmcome insignificant. With this in mind, and as a
bit of fun only, | present the Game-winners Onlyctdr Ludorum for those designs to which
NURSE was applied, throwing in the handful of oghéCarcassonne, Yspahan) that players had
hopefully submitted.” Special mention to Gary Dulted Matthew Greet for participating in all four
named tournaments (Gary being a game-winner in.two)

Steve Jones 40.41
Vick Hall 37.86
Tony Wheatley 37.31
Eric Norton 37.20
Jim Sutherland 36.71
David van-Cauter 36.54
David Buckley 36.04
Richard Bolton 34.91
Kevin Lee 34.84
Paul Naylor 33.68
Gary Duke 33.59
Matthew Greet 31.64
Allan Bellamy 30.23
Gihan Bandaranaike| 30.0p
Quillon Harpham 30.00
John Stratford 30.0(
James Faulkner 30.0p
James Goodman 30.00
Chris Martin 28.34
Andy Bate 26.59

On the Underground
4 players played just one game — although we kin@netwere more games for which the scores
were not submitted. The results from the one galaned were:

Pos | Name Scorg
1 Tina Siewert 4p
2 Mark Stretch 41
3= |Gary Duke 39
3= |Andy Bate 39

Antike

After it's initial success last year, this year spst one game of Antike. It looks like the initial
enthusiasm for the game has worn off. This is jphgdiecause it's a much less enjoyable game
once everyone’s worked out how to play it well. Thsults of the one game were:

Pos | Name Power Scorg
1 Jim Sutherland Greece 9
2 Chris Martin Germany g
3 Richard Minson| Phoenicia /
4 Bill O'Neilll Rome 6

Page 15



Phoenicia
15 players played in 4 games in this new tournanpdas several more games were played which
weren't entered into the tournament.

Midnight Party
13 players played 3 games - unsurprisingly schedialeMidnight on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
The results were:

Pos | Name Played Won Scorg
1 Dane Maslen 2 2 15
2 Richard Clyne | 2 0 6.75
3 Chris Dawe 2 0 6

4 Mark Stretch 2 0 5.25
5 Chris Welbourne 1 1 5

6 Tony Bromley | 1 1 5

7 Ben Brown 1 0 3.5
8 Joshua Perrins | 1 0 3.5
9 John Todd 1 0 2
10 |[Alan Foad 1 0 15
11 |Darryl Perrins | 1 0 1
12 |Jason Falkener| 1 0 1
13 | Derek Wilson 1 0 0.5
14 |lain Alexander | 1 0 0.5
15 | Simon Wilcock | 1 0 0.5

Position | Name Friday| Saturday | Sunday] Scorq
1 Dave Holmes 10 12 8 7.50
2 Colin Evans 9 8 5.66
3 Steve Guest 10 10 2 5.5(
4 Dave Cowie 7 8 5 5.00
5 John Mitchell 1 8 10 4.75
6 Gavin Muschamg 8 4.00
7 lan Wilson 5 8 1 3.50

8 Philip Honeybone 6 3.00
9 Andy Edgell 3 4 2.33

10 James Faulkner 4 3 2.3
11 Tanya Lim 2 1 6 2.25
12 Nick Kinzett 4 2 2.00

13 Mike Townsend 4 2.00
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Imperial
A new tournament for this year, Imperial was redebat Essen last October. 23 players played 7
games, although an eighth game was played whighéd too late on Monday to be included.

Position | Player Games| Scorg
1 Mark Fox 2 91.4%
2 Pete Mason 3 91.11
3 Adam Huby 1 66.48
4 Mark Stretch 1 66.3p
5 Richard Bolton 1 66.2P
6 Tony Wheatley 2 55.40
7 Paul Cook 2 49.9¢
8 David Norman 1 48.94
9 Nigel Pepper 47.25
10 Colin Evansa Il 45.04
11 Paul Regulski I 43.42
12 Phil Williams 1 43.26¢
13 Alan Foad 1 42.7f
14 Kevin Lee 1 41.7%
15 James Payne 1 39.84
16 Phil Gardner |l 39.01
17 Ray Turner 1 36.88
18 Peter Vogelzang 1 35.%4
19 Alan Belamy 1 35.1[
20 Kath Collman 1 34.51
21 Chris Welbourng 1 28.902
22 John Colledge 1 25.46
23 Danny Collman |l 22.90

Outpost

This year, the tournament switched to a fixed sateed he original plan was to have qualifying
games, and then the top players playing in a fmdlecide the winner. But with only six players
signing up, this was switched to be a single rowild the game winner winning the tournament

Position | Player Scoreg
1 Lyndon Gurr 90
2= Phil Williams 73

2= Chris Dawe 73

4 Philip Honeybone 70
5 Derek Wilson 60

6 Mick Haytack 48
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Pop Quiz

Six teams took part in this year's Pop Quiz. Dastéewrote the quiz, but was unfortunately unable
to attend, so Dave Gittins presented the quiz, @akid Norman providing technical support. In a
very close event, 1 point separated the top three.

U)
Selgfzgegsgse
Team |$ 3|S >|E 3|8 3| 3[3 3| Total Team Members
S0 clg x| 2|8
O - m
The Sillier The|, ., . John Harrington, Paul Oakes,
Better 15% 18 15 10 9 13 80 Ben Haytack, Roger Ditchburn
Robin Walters, Phil Hannay
1 ] 1 ’ ’
Team Curry 16% 12%. 13 1012 16 80 Phil Williams, Mark Fox
Dick, Mick, Mick Haytack, Peter Stanton,
Rick and Thick 13 17 17 15 5 12 & Richard Brown, Richard Beattip
Trolleys 16 14% 10 15 |9 12 18
Not a Lot 174 14| 12 8§ 9% 12 78
Mellow Yellow| 15 7%4 § g 3 18 54

Treasure Hunt

The Treasure Hunt for 2007 took the form of a ‘nsaghistory tour’. As ManorCon was moving
from Birmingham to Leicester and we were unfamiliath the site, we had to restrict ourselves
with what we could do. After all, we didn’t want tisk losing anyone in the back streets of
Leicester! As it was the 40th anniversary of tHease of the Beatles aloum Magical Mystery Tour
this was felt to be an appropriate theme.

A map of the area was presented to each team aratthal ‘Treasures’ were to be found in various
‘Treasure Houses’ on a somewhat scenic route betB@eningham and Leicester. Simple clues
were given as to where these Treasure Houses armador every house or castle found, a puzzle or
task was handed out.

The puzzles varied from simple word puzzles to nameplicated logic or mathematical puzzles,
and points were awarded according to difficultye©and above these there was a simple treasure
hunt around the building looking for gold piece®K( they were chocolates wrapped in gold
coloured paper but we were on a tight budget!) diasrpaintings, (photocopies to be more accurate)
and other such ‘valuable’ pieces.

Taking our intrepid hunters a little further a dlel.. well, as far as the car park that is, a nunadber
clues were left in the cars belonging to memberh®fCommittee. You see, there are no lengths to
which these guys will not go in an effort to prowid service! Fortunately it stayed dry during the
Treasure Hunt, or there may have been several spafgy hunters on the go!

Three of the six teams completed all of the puzeletasks that they were given, so we feel we
managed to get the difficulty and variety just atght. It was hard work but good fun setting the
puzzles, though if the Young and Lovely Mrs. Colimtareatens to run so fast again next year,
David and | may well have to rugby tackle her!
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The final placings were:

Team Scoreg Team Members
Three Phils and Three 689 Adam Foster, Phil Hannay, Phil Gardner, Phil Witlis
Fillers Robin Walters, Chris Dawe
Not One of the Sharpest Richard Ramsden, Dave Gittins, John Gates, Martin
: 575
Tools in the Box Burroughs

Where's Mick? 542 | Mick Haytack, Ben Haytack, Petan&in, Adam Huby
Michelle Erskins, Sharon Fennell, Richard Biddlearklus

Cheese in Charge 516 Welbourne, Chris Welbourne, Jerry Elsmore
Team 6 493 | Alan Harvey, Hilary Jones, Mark JonesttKRapley
Concordia Offline 428 girrfrgleFt’gzne, James Payne, Helen Payne, Jake Hamairgvh

Your Feedback

Thank you to the 78 of you who filling in questi@ires. We appreciate what you say, and hope to
act on many of the comments and suggestions man@ke ManorCon better in future years. All
comments are appreciated.

Space

Most of you (83%) had enough space. The main pnobileat we noticed and some of you
commented on was around midnight when everybodycatéd from the dining room to Stamford
House. We have been talking to the university altoeitpossibility of getting the dining room till
later for 2008, which hopefully should easy thecgpa

Should numbers rise then there are other possdsiaes that are potentially available at Leicester.
However, the university are unwilling to let us tlsem exclusively unless we can fill them.

Food

Lots of comments on the food, mainly negative, witany of you rating it poor (37%) or very poor
(19%). The problems tended to be in various diffecategories.

Firstly, a message that we passed on to the uitiveisout the expected number of meals didn’t
reach the catering staff, so they under-cateredchmmeant that at times they ran out. Hopefully,
that shouldn’t be repeated next year.

A number of people made comments about a lack oifcehat lunchtime, and we can talk to the
university about this. Part of this was the laclkcbbice on the menu, but it was also partly caused
by the under-catering causing a lot of choicesutoaut with a lot of people still to serve — leaglin
to offerings such as Potato Fillings without angk#éd Potatoes to fill! Breakfast also wasn't liked
by a number of you, and again we will talk to tméversity about improvements for next year.

Comments about evening meals were generally emtbtisi with comments about enjoying the
“specials” available.

The Bar

In years gone by, the bar was always a problema@uedo strange opening hours and the fact that
we generally drunk it dry very quickly. In contrasterything seemed to go right. Most of you gave
it an excellent (36%) or good (32%). We will tryrteake sure that nothing changes for next year.
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Accommodation

There were a few problems with individual roomsjalihwere in general sorted fairly quickly as far
as I'm aware. 50% of you rated the accommodatiogaasl and 31% as OK. The main comment
from people was of a few bruised ankles as ther® mealight switch near the bed. I'm not sure if
we can talk the university into buying 150 beddigkts but we can ask.

Also the rooms were not serviced every morning.N&ee brought this to the university’s attention
and hopefully this will be corrected next year.

Other comments on the Venue

A number of you (28%) commented that it was digginbeing in separate buildings. This was |
suspect exacerbated by the weather which meannmmioutside from one to the other was going
to be rather wet. On the other hand there were camtsrthat being in separate buildings meant a bit
less noise, and a number who liked the buildingsvemue.

The £1 for tea and coffee was generally disappr@fed/hich we will take up with the university.
The water coolers were appreciated, but needed retileng. The university are aware of this and
will do this more often next year.

Everyone (including the Committee) was impressedhayUniversity staff, which generally was
very helpful. Hopefully that will continue.

Tournaments

Well, you can broadly be put into two camps. Thate say, “Why bother” and those who think it
is a bit of fun. Some of the numbers in variougiaments were low and we will consider what to
keep. We are also always open to ideas for newnémoents to hold. Thank you for the various
suggestions that we will consider for next year.

Other comments
Most of these were generally positive. We will toyensure the things that worked well will be
repeated in 2008.

The gamestart banner didn’t really work, as was\jeoi out by a number of you, so we won'’t be
using this in 2008. Suggestions for alternativesveelcome — or maybe you think it's easy enough
to get into a game anyway, and it’s trying to sav@oblem that doesn’t exist?

Thank you to those who provided information abtwat testaurants and other facilities they used in
the local area, including those who had the cunideg of putting take-away menus in the feedback
box! Next year the progress reports and programoa&lbt should have more details in them as a
result of your feedback. Many thanks.

And Finally

The numbers of attendees in 2007 was down 38 06, 2(ith 188 attendees. There were 160 on
Friday, 187 on Saturday, 178 on Sunday, and 10damday. The number of rooms used was 154,
down by 26 compared with 2006. This is explainedhgycombination of the move of venue and
the bad weather, and we expect ManorCon to resaretgrowth we’ve seen in recent years, in
2008.

ManorCon XXVI will be at Stamford Hall, Universitgf Leicester next year, one weekend later
than 2007 — 28-28" July 2008.

To contact the committee, write: tbavid Norman, MANORCON, 38 Conigre Square, Trowhed
Wiltshire, BA14 8LJ, UK. Or e-mail info@manorcongauk.
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UK Games Expo 2008 (Richard Denning)
UK GAMES EXPO 2008

“Everything about games”
31" May to 1st June 2007
The Clarendon Suites
2 Stirling Road, Edgbaston,
Birmingham
B16 9SB

www.UKGamesExpo.co.uk

The first UK Games Expo being now a few months wagoare starting to plan UK Games Expo
2008. The venue is booked for thé'dday and ' June 2008 so get it in the diary.

We have now taken the entire venue so Lodge roamdqusly unseen will be brought into play
along with the entire upper floor Stirling Suitathwas only partially available last year. This mea
that we hope to have more exhibitors and in pdgircomore board game companies to add to the
already large number. Furthermore this gives usrspace for the tournaments.

Overall we will take what worked well this year agxjpand and improve it for 2008.

What is UK Games Expo?
UK Games expo is still the newest of QLA’s boardngaconventions and there will be some who
have not heard of us. So | feel a reminder of viatmain thrust of Expo is would be in order.
UK Games Expo aims to achieve three main objectives

To provide a convention where companies could ddgrain games and gamers could try out the
latest games.

To make games accessible to the general publieaodurage in a family audience as well as
hardened gamers.

To allow cross over between different gaming gearesto break down to an extent the barriers
between gamers.

To these ends UK Games Expo 2008 will feature:

Dozens of Games Companies Showing off their Games

At UK Games Expo you will see a lot of Games congmishowing off their games. You can sit
down and try them out and buy them if you like.akge part of the event is board games but there
are also miniatures, card games, RPGs and compatees. Games for all ages and groups are
there ranging from family games to Euro games. Wieewcourage companies to follow this year’s
example and bring new games to Expo that you witllmave played before. This year we had 40
tables of demo games to sit down and play. We I8&aldohrd games companies amongst the other
genres. There were a dozen brand new games.

At UK games Expo 2008 we aim to increase on atl tha

Tournaments
Tournaments planned are

A Grand board Game tournament as a follow up tacaessful one this year.
This year had up to 40 players playing throughfgedint games. David Norman and Mark Stretch
will run this next year and the format will be slamialthough will be tweaked. Details will appear
in the next QLA. The one Tournament we can annoistteat UK Games Expo 2008 will host the
UK Carcasonne Championship which is a qualifier ttoe World Carcasonne Championship at
Essen Spiel the following October. The Board Gamenament will be moved from the rather
cramped and hot room it was in this year to two Imlacger air-conditioned rooms.
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Hordes/ Warmachines: Official Privateer Press &nitOopen Championship.

Flames of War 15mm WW?2 British open Championship.

Children’s / Schools Board Game Tournament. Thir yee had 7 Schools and 28 children
playing in 4 Games tournaments. Next year’s evalitbs larger. Perhaps your children’s school
would want to enter a team next year?

Confrontation open Championship

Warhammer 40K

Magic The Gathering TCG

World of Warcraft TCG

Yu-gi-oh TCG

There will be a range of Role-playing Game sessyoiscan book into in many games systems.

This offers a range of genres and age groups. ieg tire family. The 9 year old can play Yu-gi-oh
whilst you play the Grand Board game tournament.

Free Play Area
We will have some free play area at the Expo dutivggday but a lot more at the adjacent hotel

during Friday and Saturday evening. During thewayexpect most gamers will want to try out the
many new games or enter the tournaments and pechapse to play some Free Play games in the
evening.

Other Entertainment
Centralan UK and NC Soft are expected back offefiimgLan games and online gaming.
We expect back Knights of the Empire —the Star VZarstume group and other groups.

Trade

There is a large Trade hall providing both brand m&d second hand games. There will be 80+
traders in games of all types and at least 20 Bgarmde companies as well as a number of board
game retailers. So you can stock up on dozens miega Traders can download a new 2008
exhibitor’'s pack from the website. In the next QLWill list traders who will be attending.

UK Games Expo Awards

In 2008 we will have a UK Games Expo Awards systemecognize and reward good new games.
The system we will use is being refined but wiNatve 50% of the vote being from the general
visitor and 50% from an expert panel. Games congsawill be asked to define what category their
game falls under. They must be new games productgtiprevious 6 months.

In 2007 we brought in Awards for games but beingdsbd did not publicize it in advance. Never the
less we were proud to have made awards in thesgarégs:

Best New Board Game: Fagin’s Gang (Ludorum Games)

Best New Family Game: Alphabet Runner (Rasib Khan)

Best Collectible Game: World of Warcraft CCG (Upperck Entertainment)

Best New Miniatures Range: AT43 (Rackham)

Best New Role-playing Game: Runequest (Mongoose)

Special Award: Pitchcar (run by Esdevium)
To encourage visitors to vote the forms will doudreprize draw tickets!

So then that’s a look ahead. | hope this whets gppetite!

The UK Games Website will be updated in the autwith details as they appear:
www.UKGamesExpo.co.uk

Email Richard@ukgamesexpo.co.uk for more detailsrde to:

UK Games Expo, 10 Cranbourne Road, Stourbridge,Wiat,DY8 1QZ
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The Queen’s Lane Advertiser (incorporating Convantiews)

Editor : Jeremy Tullett
Coordinator : David Norman
Printing and Distribution: Markus Welbourne

Please contact the coordinator if:

- You run a convention and would like to be a péthe ‘zine.

- You run a convention and would like to be inclddie the upcoming conventions list.
- You would like to offer to help out in some way.

- You are not on the mailing list for this ‘zingytbwould like to be.

The coordinator can be contacted at david@ellodghton.co.uk

Issue 22 of The Queen’s Lane Advertiser, brouglybtoby:
Jeremy Tullett,

7 Midland Place,

Derby

DE1 2RR

Telephone: 0870 190 1977 (Office) 01332-385322 (Eom
Email: jeremy.d.tullett(at)btinternet.com
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